
ONE BIOGRAPHY, MULTIPLE PLACES: THE LIFE
AND WORK OF SHMUEL HUGO BERGMANN
BETWEEN PRAGUE AND JERUSALEM (1883–
1975)

PANEL 4 Thursday, November 4, 9:00-10:30 

BOAZ HUSS

Department of Jewish Thought, Ben Gurion University of the Negev,
Israel

Boaz Huss is the Aron Bernstein Chair in Jewish History at the Goldstein-Goren dept. of

Jewish Thought at the Ben-Gurion University. He is the vice-President of the European

Society for the Study of Western Esotericism. His research interests include the history of

Kabbalah, Contemporary Kabbalah, Western Esotericism, New Age Culture and New

Religious Movements in Israel. His recent publications include Mystifying Kabbalah:

Academic Scholarship, National Theology, and New Age Spirituality, Oxford University

Press, 2020, and The Zohar: Reception and Impact, Liverpool University Press, 2016.

OLAF GLÖCKNER

Moses Mendelssohn Centre for European-Jewish Studies, Potsdam,
Germany

Olaf Gloeckner, PhD, is a Junior Resarcher at the Moses Mendelssohn Center for

European-Jewish Studies/University of Potsdam (MMZ). At the MMZ he is leading the

Department "Sociology of Judaism". His main foci of Research are Jewish Migration,

Israeli-German Relations, Modern Antisemitism, Israeli Society and German-Jewish

History. Among his recent book publications are: Das neue Unbehagen. Antisemitismus

in Deutschlande heute (hrsg. zus. mit Günther Jikeli), Olms, Hildesheim 2019; David

Friedländer: Aufklärer, Brückenbauer, Philanthrop. Hentrich & Hentrich, Leipzig 2018;

Deutschsprachige jüdische Migration nach Schweden. 1774-1945. De Gruyter,

Berlin/Boston 2017 (hrsg. zusammen mit Helmut Müssener).

MARCELA MENACHEM ZOUFALÁ

Centre for the Study of the Holocaust and Jewish Literature, Faculty
of Arts, Charles University, Prague

Marcela Menachem Zoufalá, PhD. is a cultural anthropologist, scientific researcher,

lecturer, and Deputy Director of the Centre for the Study of the Holocaust and Jewish

Literature at the Faculty of Arts, Charles University Prague.

In the field of Israel Studies, her research interests include Mizrahi Studies, ethnicity, and

gender. 
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Recently, she has focused on Jewish-Muslim relations from a comparative perspective.

Marcela is the author and editor of several books and articles.

In 2020, she published: Being Jewish in 21st Century Central Europe, Series: Europäisch-

jüdische Studien (with Haim Fireberg and Olaf Glöckner) in De Gruyter Oldenbourg. She

is a principal investigator (with Prof. Jiří Holý) of the European Union multi-year

Interdisciplinary Study of Contemporary Jewry carried out by Charles University, Tel Aviv

University, The Moses Mendelssohn Center for European Jewish studies at the University

of Potsdam, and Comenius University in Slovakia. Marcela is a member of the Academic

Council of the European Association of Israel Studies.

ZVI LESHEM

The National Library of Israel, the Gershom Scholem Collection for
Kabbalah and Hasidism, Jerusalem, Israel

Zvi Leshem was born and raised in the United States. He received a BA in European and

Jewish History from Columbia University and a BA in Talmud and Rabbinic Literature from

the Jewish Theological Seminary. In 1979 he emigrated to Israel with his wife Julie and

began many years of Yeshiva study, receiving Rabbinic ordination from the Chief

Rabbinate of Israel in 1988.

Zvi served for several decades in senior positions in Jewish religious education in Israel

as well as a community rabbi. He received his MA in Jewish History and Philosophy from

Touro College in Jerusalem in 2002 for his thesis on The Piaseczner Rebbe's pre-

Holocaust writings and in 2007 completed his doctorate; "Between Messianism and

Prophecy: Hasidism according to the Piaseczner Rebbe" under Prof. Moshe Halamish at

Bar-Ilan University. Zvi's scholarly publications focus on the mystical techniques of the

Piaseczner Rebbe, Rebbe Nahman of Breslov, Hasidic education, the philosophy of Rav

Shagar and Gershom Scholem. He is also the author of a collection of original homilies

entitled "Redemptions: Contemporary Chassidic Essays on the Parsha and the Festivals

(2006).

Since 2011 Zvi has served as the director of the Gershom Scholem Collection at the

National Library of Israel where he also serves as Judaica reference librarian. He is a

contributor to the Encyclopedia Hebraica, second edition.


