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From Czech village to the Bohemian capital to Jerusalem, the Hebrew University, and
Brit Shalom: this paper seeks to uncover the aspects of Shmuel Hugo Bergmann’s early
life and experiences that continued to guide his later positions on such issues as cross-
cultural relations, Jewish authenticity, Yiddish and Hebrew, and the future of the Zionist
vision. It asks whether what appears to have been a smooth and consistent line of

development was not, in fact, disrupted by personal crises and world events.




